


THE PEOPLE
THE JUDGES: 
 
Dan Buckle (Chair) 
It might not be that surprising that Dan wound up in the wine industry. With 
his father owning his own vineyard on the Mornington Peninsula, Dan planted, 
pruned and picked throughout his teenage years, and beyond. After jumping 
into the restaurant and bar world, Dan then studied for a Bachelor of Applied 
Science in Wine. It’s a tale of wanderlust from there, moving between vintages 
in Bordeaux, Burgundy and Champagne, and years spent at Coldstream Hills, 
Yering Station and Mount Langi Ghiran. 

Dan is Viticulture & Winemaking Director at Chandon Australia, where he steers 
the style of the winery’s méthode traditionnelle sparkling wines.  Sip on a 
Chandon wine, guided by Dan’s meticulous hand, and expect distinctive Chandon 
charisma, with a serve of the unexpected on the side.

Jess Clark 
After pivoting from a career in civil engineering, Jess entered the Masters in 
Oenology program at University of Adelaide, spending a year at California’s  
UC-Davis and gaining experience at Napa Valley’s Dana Estate.  
In addition to working harvests across Australia, Jess has worked in Germany 
and France – in Burgundy at Domaine Dujac, and in Alsace at Hugel. 

Back in Australia Jess worked at Tapanappa Wines in the Adelaide Hills before 
being drawn to the Giant Step’s single vineyard program, joining winemaker 
Steve Flamsteed at Giant Steps in 2019. Her philosophy to “refine, refine, refine” 
brings precision to the wines, describing the approach to identifying sites and 
conveying them in a wine as “art meets science.” Most recently, Jess was one of 
nine scholars to receive the prestigious Royal Sydney Royal Wine Professional 
Development Scholarship, which she is directing towards studies in Advanced 
Viticulture in collaboration with the Australian Wine Research Institute.

Ben Mullen 
Ben Mullen is the winemaker at Mulline Vintners.  He grew up just east of the 
Barossa Valley region in South Australia. After school, Ben enrolled in business 
and marketing at Uni. Concurrently, Ben began working in the wine industry at 
cellar doors in the Barossa. He promptly decided that wine was much more 
fun than marketing and enrolled in a Bachelor of Viticulture and Oenology at 
Adelaide University.

Ben has had a whirlwind career which has seen him making wine all over the 
globe. He has worked at Torbreck (Barossa Valley, South Australia), Yarra 
Yering (Yarra Valley, Victoria), Oakridge (Yarra Valley, Victoria), Domaine Dujac 



(Burgundy, France), Craggy Range (Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand) and Clyde Park 
(Bannockburn, Geelong, Victoria).

With this stellar background, it was a matter of time before Ben Mullen decided 
to spread his wings and make wine under his own label.

ASSOCIATE JUDGES: 
Turon White (Turon Wines) 
Charlie Warne (Ten Minutes by Tractor) 

STEWARDS: 
Tristan Maclean (Elgee Park & Baillieu Vineyard) 
James Sexton (Main Ridge Estate) 
Matt Lugg (Portsea Estate) 
Tom McDermott (Foxeys) 
Emily Richards (Stonier)

CHAIRMAN OF SHOW COMMITTEE: 
Lindsay McCall (Paringa Estate) 

SHOW SECRETARY: 
Olivia Barrie (Chief Executive Officer, MP Wine) and Alison Dougherty (MP Wine)

VENUE: 
Elgee Park Gallery - A sincere thanks to the Myer family and the team at Elgee 
Park for generously assisting us to deliver the 2024 Wine Show



THE AWARDS
• Best Sparkling:  
	 Sponsored by Sanector 
	 ($1,000 in services)

• Best White Varietal:   
	 Sponsored by Kay & Burton 
	 ($1,000 voucher)

• Best Pinot Gris/Grigio:   
	 Sponsored by Orora 
	 ($1,000 in services)

• Best Rosé:   
	 Sponsored by IVE Print 
	 ($1,000 in services)

• Best Chardonnay:   
	 Sponsored by RIEDEL   
	 ($1,000 in glassware)

• Best Pinot Noir:  
	 Sponsored by AON 
	 ($2,500 in services)

• Best Red Varietal:   
	 Sponsored by Winecheck 
	 ($1,000 in services)

• Best Small Winemaker:   
	 Sponsored by Priority One 
	 ($2,000 in credit with Priority One)

• Chardonnay Provenance:   
	 Sponsored by Classic Oak 
	 (Barrique)

• Pinot Noir Provenance:   
	 Sponsored by MCC Labels 
	 ($2,000 in Label Printing)



CLASS COMMENTS
Class 1 
Sparkling Wines 
Tightly contested for the trophy. Top wine was more complete and showing 
excellent freshness. Overall a strong bracket. 

Class 2 
Chardonnay 2023 & 2024 
A pleasure to judge. Better wines showed balance and fruit presence over 
winemaking trickery. Wines were criticised for excess oak, and obvious  
malo notes. 

Class 3 
Chardonnay 2022 or Older 
Better wines showed nice balance and ripeness, without excesses in oak, malo 
or developed toastiness. Lower pointed wines were criticised for excessive 
ripeness and over done oak. 

Class 4 
Pinot Gris/Grigio - Any Vintage 
Better wines showed fruit character, purity and freshness. Lower scores for 
wines lacking fruit and showing excessive phenolics. 

Class 5 
White Varietal & Blended Wine – Any Vintage 
Better wines showed varietal expression, fruit concentration, and length. Some 
issues with grassy/herbal notes, others lacked balance and length.

Class 6 
Chardonnay Provenance 
Better wines showed consistency of style, restrained ripeness and well handled 
oak, as well as slow development over the set. Wines were criticised for excess 
oak and premature development. 

Class 7 
Rosé - Any Variety or Vintage 
Top wine was balanced and dry, showing spicy notes and eminently drinkable. 
Wines were criticised for being sweet and imbalanced, and a few VA and high 
alcohol faults as well. 



Class 8 
Pinot Noir 2023 & 2024 
Wide range of Pinot Noir here. Best wines showed wonderful aromatics, built on 
a core of Pinot Noir fruits. Some out of condition, some showing excessive oak. 

Class 9 
Pinot Noir 2022 or Older  
Best wines showed bright Pinot Noir fruit characters and vibrancy. Some 
questions about rate of development in others. 

Class 10 
Shiraz - Any Vintage 
Two lovely examples of young cool climate Shiraz. Judges awarded spice and 
floral elements next to blueberry fruit. Wines were criticised for volatility and 
brett. One great example of a 2017 wine at full maturity. 

Class 11 
Red Varietal & Blended Wine – Any Vintage 
Mixed collection of other red wines. Higher pointed wines were lively and 
eminently drinkable, but lacking the depth and integrity for Gold medals. 

Class 12 
Pinot Noir Provenance 
Best wines showed slow development over time and consistency of style 
- evidence of winemaker and place. Some wines were showing a high level 
of development across the seven year gap. Judges were looking for the 
“collectibility” factor. 

Class 13 
Sweet White - Any Vintage 
One very nice sweet wine with great blossom and apricot characters.

 



2024 CLASS ENTRIES

MEDALS & SCORES: 
 

Gold: 95 +    |    Silver: 90-94    |    Bronze: 85-89

Class #	 Class Name	 # of Entries 
1	 Sparkling Wines	 12
2	 Chardonnay 2023 & 2024	 35
3	 Chardonnay 2022 or Older	 11
4	 Pinot Gris/Grigio - Any Vintage	 11
5	 White Varietal & Blended Wine - Any Vintage	 10
6	 Chardonnay Provenance	 5
7	 Rosé - Any Variety or Vintage	 7
8	 Pinot Noir 2023 & 2024	 43
9	 Pinot Noir 2022 or Older	 11
10	 Shiraz - Any Vintage	 9
11	 Red Varietals & Blended Wine - Any Vintage	 6
12	 Pinot Noir Provenance	 7 
13	 Sweet White - Any Vintage	 2
	                                                                                                    Total	 194





CLASS 1 - SPARKLING WINES: 
1	 Rahona Valley NV Cuvée Blanc 	 WD	
2	 YAL YAL ESTATE NV Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Pinot Meunier	 84	
3	 Rare Hare 2022 Sparkling 	 83	
4	 Foxeys Hangout 2021 Kentucky Road Sp. Rose - Pinot Noir/Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
5	 Paringa Estate 2021 Cuvee Blanc 	 91	 Silver
6	 Rahona Valley 2020 Blanc De Noir 	 84	
7	 Mantons Creek 2020 Mendi Reserve Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Pinot Meunier	 88	 Bronze
8	 Foxeys Hangout 2020 Turramurra Blanc de Blancs 	 90	 Silver
9	 Rahona Valley 2020 Vintage Rosé 	 89	 Bronze
10	 Pt. Leo Estate 2019 Méthode Traditionnelle 	 95	 Gold
11	 Yabby Lake Single Vineyard 2019 Cuvee Nina Chardonnay/Pinot Noir	 88	 Bronze
12	 Elan Vineyard & Winery Blanc de Blanc 2019 Chardonnay	 89	 Bronze
13	 Montalto Estate 2017 Cuvee One 	 95	 Gold

CLASS 2 - CHARDONNAY 2023 & 2024: 
1	 Stanicks Estate 2023 ‘Jumping Fox’ Chardonnay	 88	 Bronze
2	 Nazaaray 2023 Chardonnay	 83	
3	 Stonier Wines 2023 Reserve Chardonnay	 84	
4	 Kooyong 2023 Estate Chardonnay	 95	 Gold
5	 Portsea Estate 2023 Main Ridge Block Reserve Chardonnay	 86	 Bronze
6	 Montalto Single Vineyard 2023 The Eleven Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
7	 Ten Minutes by Tractor 2023 Wallis Chardonnay	 91	 Silver
8	 Tar & Roses 2023 Mornington Peninsula Chardonnay	 88	 Bronze
9	 Kooyong 2023 Faultline Chardonnay	 95	 Gold
10	 Rare Hare Wines 2023 LL Vineyard Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
11	 Lindenderry Estate 2023 Chardonnay	 84	
12	 Eldridge 2023 Chardonnay 	 82	
13	 Portsea Estate 2023 Main Ridge Vineyard Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
14	 Crittenden 2023 Zumma Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
15	 Paringa Estate 2023 The Paringa Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
16	 Kooyong 2023 Farrago Chardonnay	 93	 Silver
17	 Yabby Lake Single Vineyard 2023 Chardonnay	 95	 Gold
18	 Mantons Creek 2023 Hillside Chardonnay	 85	 Bronze
19	 Tallarida ‘Boneo Plains’ 2023 Chardonnay	 83	
20	 Ten Minutes by Tractor 2023 Estate Chardonnay	 93	 Silver
21	 Port Phillip Estate 2023 Morillon Chardonnay	 95	 Gold
22	 Handpicked Wines 2023 Collection MP Chardonnay	 92	 Silver
23	 Montalto Estate 2023 Chardonnay	 86	 Bronze
24	 Elgee Park 2023 Chardonnay	 87	 Bronze



25	 Montalto Single Vineyard 2023 Tuerong Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
26	 Portsea Estate 2023 Portsea Vineyard Chardonnay	 84	
27	 Baillieu 2023 Chardonnay	 83	
28	 Devil’s Baie 2023  Chardonnay	 86	 Bronze
29	 Montalto Pennon Hill 2023 Chardonnay	 84	
30	 Port Phillip Estate 2023 Red Hill Chardonnay	 91	 Silver
31	 Dexter 2023 Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
32	 Paringa Estate 2023 Estate Chardonnay	 95	 Gold
33	 Ten Minutes by Tractor 2023 Judd Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
34	 Ocean Eight 2023 Verve Chardonnay	 91	 Silver
35	 Merricks Estate 2023 Chardonnay 	 88	 Bronze

CLASS 3 - CHARDONNAY 2022 OR OLDER:
1	 Montalto Estate 2022 Chardonnay	 88	 Bronze
2	 Crittenden 2022 Zumma Chardonnay	 88	 Bronze
3	 Paringa Estate 2022 The Paringa Chardonnay	 95	 Gold
4	 Fenian Wines 2022 Chardonnay	 86	 Bronze
5	 Crittenden 2022 Cri de Coeur Chardonnay	 90	 Silver
6	 Rare Hare 2022 LL Vineyard Chardonnay	 93	 Silver
7	 Ocean Eight 2022 Aylward Chardonnay	 94	 Silver
8	 Southern Light Vineyards 2022 Ghostgum Chardonnay 	 87	 Bronze
9	 Pt. Leo Estate 2021 Reserve Chardonnay	 88	 Bronze
10	 Kyberd Hills 2021 Turramurra Vineyard Chardonnay	 93	 Silver
11	 Pt. Leo Estate 2021 Estate Chardonnay	 85	 Bronze

CLASS 4 - PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO - ANY VINTAGE:
1	 Foxeys Hangout 2024 Lee Bros. Pinot Gris	 95	 Gold
2	 Crittenden 2024 Peninsula Pinot Gris	 84	
3	 Montalto Pennon Hill 2024 Pinot Gris	 88	 Bronze
4	 Pt. Leo Estate 2024 Pinot Gris	 91	 Silver
5	 Morning Sun Vineyard 2024 Pinot Grigio	 95	 Gold
6	 Baillieu 2024 Pinot Gris	 91	 Silver
7	 Tallarida 2023 Pinot Grigio	 90	 Silver
8	 Kooyong 2024 Beurrot Pinot Gris	 84	
9	 Tar & Roses 2023 ‘Barrel Fermented’ Pinot Gris	 84	
10	 Yal Yal Rd Pinot Gris 2023  Pinot Gris	 87	 Bronze
11	 Montalto Estate 2023 Pinot Gris 	 84



CLASS 5 - WHITE VARIETAL & BLENDED WINE – ANY VINTAGE:
1	 Kerri Greens 2024 Samphire Sauvignon Blanc	 88	 Bronze
2	 Eldridge 2023 Sauvignon Blanc 	 84	
3	 Elgee Park 2024  Riesling	 88	 Bronze
4	 Paringa Estate 2024 Estate Riesling	 90	 Silver
5	 Montalto Estate 2024 Riesling	 91	 Silver
6	 Kerri Greens 2023 ‘Citrea’ Riesling	 83	
7	 Foxeys Hangout 2024 Gewürztraminer	 86	 Bronze
8	 Elgee Park 2024 Viognier	 84	
9	 Paringa Estate 2023 Estate Viognier	 95	 Gold
10	 Crittenden 2019 Cri de Coeur Savagnin	 84

CLASS 6 - CHARDONNAY PROVENANCE: 
1	 Yabby Lake Single Vineyard Chardonnay 2017, 2019 & 2023 	
2	 Crittenden Zumma Chardonnay 2011, 2014 & 2020 		
3	 Rare Hare LL Vineyard Petrichor Chardonnay 2012, 2018 & 2023	
4	 Montalto “The Eleven” SV Chardonnay 2016, 2021 & 2022	
5	 Paringa Estate “Estate” Chardonnay 2018, 2020 & 2023 

CLASS 7 - ROSÉ - ANY VARIETY OR VINTAGE: 
1	 Montalto Pennon Hill 2024 Rosé 	 86	 Bronze
2	 Baillieu 2024 Rosé Pinot Noir/Pinot Meunier	 84	
3	 Crittenden 2024 Peninsula Shiraz	 90	 Silver
4	 Montalto Estate 2024 Rosé 	 84	
5	 Pt. Leo Estate 2024 Rosé 	 95	 Gold
6	 Tallarida Vineyard & Winery Rosé 2023 Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot	 84	
7	 Yal Yal Rd Rosé 2023 Pinot Noir/Shiraz	 88	 Bronze

CLASS 8 - PINOT NOIR 2023 & 2024: 
1	 Paringa Estate 2023 The Paringa Pinot Noir	 86	 Bronze
2	 Montalto Estate 2023 Pinot Noir	 95	 Gold
3	 Kooyong 2023 Estate Pinot Noir	 90	 Silver
4	 Devil’s Baie 2023 Pinot Noir	 88	 Bronze
5	 Mantons Creek 2023 Hillside Pinot Noir	 84	
6	 Portsea Estate 2023 Portsea Vineyard Pinot Noir	 90	 Silver
7	 Rare Hare 2023 LL Vineyard Pinot Noir	 88	 Bronze
8	 Portsea Estate 2023 Back Beach Pinot Noir	 90	 Silver
9	 Paringa Estate 2023 Estate Pinot Noir	 93	 Silver



10	 Kooyong 2023 Nord Pinot Noir	 93	 Silver
11	 Yabby Lake Single Vineyard 2023 Pinot Noir	 92	 Silver
12	 Ten Minutes by Tractor 2023 Estate Down the Hill Pinot Noir	 93	 Silver
13	 Tallarida Vineyard & Winery 2023 Pinot Noir	 83	
14	 Stanicks Estate 2023 ‘Wagtail’ Pinot Noir	 83	
15	 One Ridge Over 2023 Pinot Noir	 89	 Bronze
16	 Sedgley & Sons 2023 Single Vineyard Pinot Noir	 83	
17	 Elgee Park 2023 Pinot Noir	 88	 Bronze
18	 Eldridge 2023 Pinot Noir 	 84	
19	 Port Phillip Estate 2023 Balnarring Pinot Noir	 92	 Silver
20	 Baillieu 2023 Pinot Noir	 90	 Silver
21	 Ocean Eight 2023 Pinot Noir	 88	 Bronze
22	 Montalto Single Vineyard 2023 Tuerong Pinot Noir	 90	 Silver
23	 Lindenderry Estate 2023 Pinot Noir	 83	
24	 Yal Yal Rd 2023 Pinot Noir	 84	
25	 Merricks Estate 2023 Pinot Noir	 85	 Bronze
26	 Handpicked Wines 2023 Collection Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir	 95	 Gold
27	 Kooyong 2023 Meres Pinot Noir	 84	
28	 Paringa Estate 2023 Robinson Single Vineyard Pinot Noir	 82	
29	 Ten Minutes by Tractor 2023 Coolart Road D block Pinot Noir	 95	 Gold
30	 Tar & Roses 2023 Mornington Peninsula Pinot Noir	 86	 Bronze
31	 Crittenden 2023 Zumma Pinot Noir	 90	 Silver
32	 Kerri Greens 2023 Foothills Pinot Noir	 83	
33	 Portsea Estate 2023 Main Ridge Vineyard Pinot Noir	 87	 Bronze
34	 Foxeys Hangout 2023 Pinot Noir	 91	 Silver
35	 Crittenden 2023 Cri de Coeur Pinot Noir	 84	
36	 Fifty Two Rows 2023 Single Vineyard Pinot Noir	 80	
37	 Ocean Eight 2023 Aylward Pinot Noir	 91	 Silver
38	 Kooyong 2023 Massale Pinot Noir	 87	 Bronze
39	 Montalto Pennon Hill 2023 Pinot Noir	 90	 Silver
40	 Dexter 2023  Pinot Noir	 88	 Bronze
41	 Handpicked Wines 2023 Capella Vineyard MP Pinot Noir	 95	 Gold
42	 Paringa Estate 2023 Peninsula Pinot Noir	 95	 Gold
43	 Fenian Wines 2023 Pinot Noir	 85	 Bronze

CLASS 9 - PINOT NOIR 2022 OR OLDER: 
1	 Fifty  Two Rows 2022 Single Vineyard Pinot Noir	 84	
2	 Crittenden 2022 Cri de Coeur Pinot Noir	 90	 Silver
3	 Paringa Estate 2022 Estate Pinot Noir	 95	 Gold
4	 Nazaaray 2022 Pinot Noir	 86	 Bronze



5	 Kyberd Hills 2022 Brigadier Vineyard Pinot Noir	 95	 Gold
6	 Crittenden 2022 Zumma Pinot Noir	 86	 Bronze
7	 Southern Light Vineyards 2022 Ghostgum Pinot Noir	 84	
8	 Paringa Estate 2022 The Paringa Pinot Noir	 87	 Bronze
9	 Pt. Leo Estate 2021 Pinot Noir	 91	 Silver
10	 Pt. Leo Estate 2021 Reserve Pinot Noir	 88	 Bronze 
11	 Merricks Estate 2019 Pinot Noir	 84

CLASS 10 - SHIRAZ - ANY VINTAGE: 
1	 Paringa Estate 2023 Peninsula Shiraz	 95	 Gold
2	 Montalto Single Vineyard 2023 Tuerong Syrah 	 95	 Gold
3	 Devil’s Baie 2023 Syrah+ 	 82	
4	 Montalto Estate 2023 Syrah 	 93	 Silver
5	 Rahona Valley 2023 Syrah 	 91	 Silver
6	 Pt. Leo Estate 2021 Shiraz	 88	 Bronze
7	 Fenian Wines 2021 Syrah	 84	
8	 Elan Vineyard & Winery 2019 Shiraz	 82	
9	 Merricks Estate 2017 Shiraz	 90	 Silver

CLASS 11 - RED VARIETAL & BLENDED WINE – ANY VINTAGE: 
1	 Mantons Creek 2023 Hillside Pinot Meunier	 90	 Silver
2	 Eldridge 2023 Gamay 	 90	 Silver
3	 Elan Vineyard &Winery 2022 Gamay	 82	
4	 Kyberd Hills 2022 El Rubio Tempranillo	 86	 Bronze
5	 Elgee Park 2022  Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot	 91	 Silver
6	 Elan Vineyard & Winery 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot	 87

CLASS 12 - PINOT NOIR PROVENANCE: 
1	 One Ridge Over Pinot Noir 2023, 2017 & 2015	
2	 Eldridge Pinot Noir 2023, 2015 & 2007 		
3	 Paringa Estate The Paringa Pinot Noir 2022, 2021 & 2015	
4	 Rare Hare LL Vineyard O’Leary Pinot Noir 2023, 2019 & 2015	
5	 Montalto Pennon Hill Pinot Noir 2023, 2022 & 2017	
6	 Crittenden Zumma Pinot Noir 2022, 2016 & 2013		
7	 Yabby Lake Single Vineyard Pinot Noir 2023, 2018 & 2016	

CLASS 13 - SWEET WHITE - ANY VINTAGE: 
1	 Foxeys Hangout 2024 Late Harvest Viognier	 87	 Bronze
2	 Foxeys Hangout 2024 Late Harvest Muscat	 95	 Gold



notes:



The MPVA thanks our sponsors for their ongoing support
of our Wine Show 




